
 

 

How Do I Know If an Article Is Peer Reviewed 

1. Check the Journal’s Website 

• Publisher Information: Most academic journals clearly state whether they are peer-

reviewed. Visit the journal’s website and look for information about the publication’s 

process. You can typically find this information under sections like "About Us" or 

"Submission Guidelines." 

• Submission Guidelines: Journals that accept peer-reviewed articles usually outline 

their review process in the submission guidelines. Look for terms such as "blind 

review" or "refereed" to confirm the article is peer-reviewed. 

2. Use Database Filters 

• Many academic databases like JSTOR, PubMed, Google Scholar, and EBSCOhost 

offer filters to limit your search results to only peer-reviewed articles. 

• When searching in these databases, use the filter options to narrow down to scholarly 

articles or peer-reviewed journals. 

3. Look for the Peer-Review Status in the Article 

• In some cases, the peer-reviewed status of an article may be explicitly noted on the 

article itself, often in the abstract or at the top of the article’s title. 

• Peer-reviewed articles often mention their review process in the acknowledgment 

section or indicate that the article has been accepted after peer review. 

4. Check the Article’s References 



 

 

• Peer-reviewed articles are typically cited by other peer-reviewed sources. By 

examining the references section of an article, you can often determine whether the 

article is well-sourced and credible. If the references are from reputable peer-

reviewed journals, this is a strong indication that the article itself is peer-reviewed. 

5. Use Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory 

• Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory is a database that lists details about thousands of 

academic and professional journals. It marks peer-reviewed journals with an icon 

(often labeled as "refereed"). You can search for a journal by name and check if it is 

peer-reviewed. 

• This is a useful tool for confirming whether a particular journal publishes peer-

reviewed articles. 

6. Ask Your Librarian 

• If you are still uncertain whether an article is peer-reviewed, you can ask a librarian at 

your university or library for help. Librarians have extensive knowledge of research 

databases and can help you identify peer-reviewed sources. 

7. Look for Review or Research Articles 

• Peer-reviewed articles often have a research article or review article format. Review 

articles generally summarize existing research, while research articles present original 

studies. Both are typically peer-reviewed. 

• Look for sections such as Methods, Results, and Discussion, which are commonly 

found in peer-reviewed research articles. 



 

 

8. Check the Article’s DOI 

• DOIs (Digital Object Identifiers) are commonly assigned to peer-reviewed articles 

and are unique identifiers that help track scholarly works across platforms. Check the 

article’s DOI to verify if it was published in a reputable scholarly journal. 

 

 


